
Special Educational Needs (SEN) Signposting Guide for Parents  

 

Understanding SEN and the Local Offer 

The Kent Local Offer explains what support is available for children and young people 

with SEN aged 0–25, including educational provision, health services, transport, and 

social care options. 

Website: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs 

 

Education, Health and Care (EHC) Needs Assessments 

Guidance on how to apply for an EHC needs assessment, evidence requirements, 

timescales, and appeal rights. 

Info: Request an education, health and care needs assessment - Kent County Council 

 

Early Years SEN Support 

Includes health visitor support, early years SEN inclusion teams, and Portage services. 

Support for Early Years: Support for children with SEND in early years - Kent County 

Council 

Portage: Support for Parents | National Portage Association 

 

Health Services 

Includes community paediatrics, SALT, OT, physiotherapy, and CAMHS. 

Kent Family: Home - Kent family 

 

Parent and Carer Support Organisations 

Kent Parent Carer Forum: Home - Kent PACT  

IASK (Information, Advice and Support Kent): https://www.iask.org.uk 

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/education-health-and-care-plans/what-happens-during-an-education-health-and-care-needs-assessment/request-an-education-health-and-care-needs-assessment
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/support-for-children-under-5-with-send/support-for-children-with-send-in-early-years
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/support-for-children-under-5-with-send/support-for-children-with-send-in-early-years
https://www.portage.org.uk/parents
https://family.kentcht.nhs.uk/
https://kentpactnew2022.co.uk/
https://www.iask.org.uk/


Social Care and Family Support 

Includes Disabled Children’s Services, short breaks, and Early Help. 

Information: https://www.kent.gov.uk/social-care-and-health 

 

Transport Assistance 

Travel support for eligible children with SEN. 

Apply: https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-transport 

 

Gravesend Central Family Hub 

Services include parenting support, early years services, SEND signposting, and more. 

Our local Family Hubs are: Chantry, Kings Farm, Riverside, Shears Green Lawn and 

Northfleet. 

Family Hub Finder: Kent Family Hub - Kent County Council 

 

Talking Walk-In Sessions for Nursery Children  

Drop‑in sessions for behaviour and emotional wellbeing advice. 

Check local times: Talking Walk-in Service | Kent Community Health NHS Foundation 

Trust 

 

We Are Beams  

Supports disabled children and their families with short breaks, advice, crisis support, 

and workshops. 

Website: https://wearebeams.org.uk 

Family Advice Service- your child does not have to have a diagnosis: Family Advice | 

We Are Beams | Supporting Disabled Children Kent 

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/social-care-and-health
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/school-transport
https://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/kent-family-hub
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/service/childrens-therapies-2/talking-walk-in-service/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/service/childrens-therapies-2/talking-walk-in-service/
https://wearebeams.org.uk/
https://wearebeams.org.uk/family-advice/
https://wearebeams.org.uk/family-advice/

